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EEF provides extra learning opportunities  

In 1995 the Algonac Community 

School District was one of the first in the 

state of Michigan to go beyond the tradi-

tional bake sale fund raisers by establish-

ing an endowment foundation to support 

unique educational opportunities for stu-

dents.   This new concept, named the 

Educational Enrichment Fund, operates 

much like other charitable endowments. 

A gift to the EEF creates a legacy for the 

betterment of your community school and 

its children.  Your gift is permanent.  You 

can extend your influence and generosity 

far into the future. 

The objective of the Fund is to go 

beyond the expenditures in the districtôs 

general fund budget to provide for ex-

traordinary learning opportunities and a 

margin of excellence beyond ordinary 

educational funding sources.  The 

Algonac EEF is a component of the  

Community Foundation of St. Clair 

County, which is an independent, non-

profit organization.  All proceeds received 

by the EEF are deposited at the Commu-

nity Foundation of St. Clair County where 

they are invested.  Interest earned on  

investments is made available annually to 

award mini-grants to Algonac teachers for 

unique opportunities for their students 

(see page 12 for this yearôs awards).  

The main funding source for the 

EEF is the annual Travel Raffle Series.  

Tickets are $100 apiece 

and only 300 are sold.  A 

ticket entitles the pur-

chaser to be eligible in 12 

monthly drawings 

throughout the year.  First 

prize each month is a ma-
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jor trip for two. Second 

prize is $125 in cash, and 

third prize is a $100 gift 

certificate for dinner at a 

local restaurant (AJôs Salt 

Docks in Cottrellville). 

Some of the major 

trips to be awarded during 2012 are Punta 

Cana, a Caribbean Cruise, New Orleans, 

New York City, Riviera Maya, Puerto 

Vallarta, and more.  Trips this year are 

valued anywhere from $600 to $2400. 

The first drawing for 2012 is on 

January 10.  Call 794-9364 today to get 

your ticket while they are still available. 

 

AHS focuses on Philanthropy  

Students at Algonac High School 

have a new focus on philanthropy in 

keeping with the buildingôs Mission 

Statement.  Staff members, assisted by 

parent volunteers, have guided students 

into thinking ñphilanthropicallyò through-

out the first semester, and the results have 

been impressive. 

The Varsity Volleyball team hosted 

a ñPink Outò Tournament on October 8 

and donated proceeds to the Passionately 

Pink for the Cure, Susan G. Komen Foun-

dation. 

The Varsity Football team hosted a 

ñPink Outò game on October 7th and do-

nated portions of the game proceeds to the 

Karmanos Cancer Center. 

The Homecoming theme was cen-

tered around philanthropy, with each float 

highlighting a different organization.  

IB Diploma Students completed 

numerous service projects, highlighted by 

an organization-wide ñService Dayò in 

October.   

Ian Sass (IB Diploma student) organ-

ized and implemented the ñCare Bag 

Movement,ò an event so successful that it 

is drawing the attention of groups around 

the state (see page 2 for more). 

The AHS chapter of the National 

Honor Society held its annual blood drive 

and met its goal by collecting 46 pints of 

blood. 

Student Council collected over 500 

pounds of food for the Algonac Food Pan-

try.  Student Council also orchestrated a 

collection of Troop Boxes as well as a 

Holiday Letter Writing campaign to send 

holiday wishes and thanks to our troops. 

See page 7 for more information on 

these great community service projects. 



The district is in need of 

substitute school bus drivers.  If 

you are looking for part time 

work and are available in the 

morning and/or afternoon for 

driving bus, please contact the 

Algonac Board of Education Of-

fice at 810 794-9364 for more 

information. 
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EDUCATION CONTINUES TO CHANGE 

Dear Residents: 

The times we live in appear to be rap-

idly changingðthe same is true for the world 

of education. One of the newest trends in edu-

cation is the rapid growth of online learning.  

Students today have shown they embrace the 

use of technology.  Students openly acknowl-

edge that they have to ñpower downò when 

they enter school, and then ñpower back upò 

to resume their technology-infused lives out-

side of school.  Students have become less 

dependent on traditional methods of gaining 

knowledge, and more self-reliant in exercis-

ing their Internet-based skills to gather infor-

mation. 

Today, online or virtual schools are 

established in almost every state.  Our state is 

not an exception.  Local school districts, in-

cluding ourselves, have been using online 

courses for credit recovery, enrichment, and 

expanded course options.  Many researchers 

believe that in the next five years 50 percent 

of all high school courses may be offered 

online. This will certainly disrupt the current 

educational system.  This disruption will in-

clude increased choice for students and par-

ents, abolishing seat-time requirements, ad-

ministering state assessments digitally, and 

replacing textbooks with digital content. 

A 2009 U.S. Department of Education 

report ñfound that on average, online learning 

students performed better than those receiving 

face-to-face instruction.ò  The study also 

pointed out online face-to-face instruction 

produced better results than virtual courses 

without face-to-face instruction, thus pointing 

out the importance of the role of the teacher. 

The Algonac Community School Dis-

trict is committed to offering our students the 

very best practices available for learning.  

With this in mind, we will carefully monitor 

our student growth data while expanding our 

use of online or virtual learning opportunities 

for students.  We have started the process of 

training our teachers to provide instruction in 

a blended learning situation (online and face-

to-face).  Within a short period of time, our 

students will be taking courses in a blended 

learning style. 

Times are rapidly changing, but the 

Algonac Community Schools are committed 

to providing quality learning situations for our 

students. 
   Michael E. Sharrow 

Superintendent of Schools 

Kindergarten  

Registration begins 

March 1  

Registration for 

fall Kindergarten 

classes begins March 

1, 2012.  If you have a 

child who will be five 

years old on or before 

December 1, 2012, please contact your 

home school as soon as possible to let 

them know.  When calling, please be 

ready to provide your childôs name, 

address, date of birth, telephone num-

ber, and names of parents/guardians.  

 Kindergarten Roundup dates are 

as follows: 

 

4-27-12  Algonac Elementary 

5-10-12  Millside Elementary 

5-11-12  Fair Haven Elementary 

ting and sewing special bags to be 

donated to the St. Clair County and 

Sanilac County foster care programs.  

The bags are given to children as they 

are placed in foster care so that their 

personal belongings can be stored in 

something that belongs to them and 

will stay with them if they are moved.  

The Care Bag Movement also solicits 

donations for personal care items to be 

included in the bags.   

The students and other volun-

teers created 500 bags on Care Bag 

Day and learned how to sew in the 

process! 

IB Senior Service Day is a huge success  

All of the International Baccalau-

reate students planned a service pro-

ject or participated in community ser-

vice on Friday, October 28.  Some 

students did yard work for senior citi-

zens; others volunteered at elementary 

schools, packed boxes for the troops 

or assisted at the Salvation Army.  

The nine students who are work-

ing on their IB Diploma participated in 

the Care Bag Day.  Initiated by senior 

Ian Sass, the project involved sewing 

groups from two local churches, com-

munity members and other service 

organizations.  The day was spent cut-

Substitute bus  

drivers needed  

Shown here are IB students working on their 

Care Bag sewing projects on October 28. 



The third grade students at 

Algonac Elementary have been busy 

weavers in art class. They studied the 

history of weaving all the way back 

to Ancient Egypt (fine linen was 

needed for mummies). There were 

class discussions about why ancient 

people needed fabric, rugs and blan-

ketséno Target back then!  

Examples of symmetrical Navajo 

blankets were studied for their bold 

designs. The boys were happy to hear 

that the Pueblo men did all the weav-

ing. Students then used a ruler to 

measure half inch marks on the top 

and bottom of their personal recycled 

cardboard loom. They put on the ver-

tical ñwarpò strings and wove hori-

zontal ñweftò strings. Patterns in the 

AE  implements Journeys Reading Program  

Algonac Elementary is very 

excited about the implementation of 

the new reading series, Journeys, in 

first through fifth grades.  Journeys is 

a core reading program designed to 

meet the diverse needs of all stu-

dents.  It includes all the key ele-

ments you expect in reading instruc-

tion, from comprehension instruction 

to decodable readers and vocabulary 

instruction!  

"It is essential to match readers 

with texts that support their learning 

at a particular point in time. A high-

quality leveled book is your best tool 

for meeting readers where they are 

and moving them forward," says  

Irene Fountas.  Non-fiction reading 

makes up 60% of the reading pas-

sages in Journeys.  Each grade level 

also focuses on a variety of theme 

3rd Graders learn to weave  
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Melissa Hanners,  Principal 

walls, grammar skills and vocabulary 

building.  Technology is woven 

throughout the many different read-

ing opportunities as well.  

We are excited and confident 

about the new reading opportunities 

available to all our students this year.   

The Algonac Elementary Parent Teacher 

Group sponsored another great fall carnival on 

the evening of October 28. Students and their 

families were able to participate in carnival style 

games, bounce houses, food, fabulous raffle 

items, and a chance to win a fish. The highlight of 

the event was a scary stroll down the ñHaunted 

Hallwayò.  

The night was alive with laughter and fun 

for the whole community to enjoy. Thank you to 

all who sponsored and attended the event to make 

it such a huge success! 

Fall Carnival is a  

great success  

Shown above, 2nd grader Amber 

Sicken works with technology on 

reading skills during her library 

time. 

 

Reading the new 4th grade 

òJourneysó book at left, Sarah 

Falke enjoys the quiet time. 

Some of the 3rd graders learning to weave 

are pictured from left to right: Charlie 

Amiels, Noah Lalonde, Katia Ragaugh, Jordan 

Sobeleski, and Chad Spangler. 

weaving were encouraged. After the 

weavings were cut off and knotted, 

students had the opportunity to braid 

the ends and add beads. These beauti-

ful woven creations are an example 

of how art, social studies, language 

arts and math can be all ñtiedò to-

gether. Above, students of all ages try to be the 

first to eat the donut off the string dur-

ing the fall festival. 



Millside 2nd graders adopt a penguin!  
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Valerie Turpin,  Principal 

Mrs. Reick and Mrs. 

Wilsonôs second grade 

classrooms participated 

recently in the ñAdopt-A-

Penguinò program organ-

ized by Port Huron Hospi-

tal.  The program raises 

money to purchase state-of

-the-art equipment for the 

pediatric unit at the hospi-

tal.  Classrooms had to 

commit to raising $50 to 

participate in the event. 

Each classroom re-

ceived a plush penguin to take care of 

while they raised money for the hospi-

tal.  The students were able to name and 

decorate the penguins, which were then 

returned to the hospital and given to 

children that are patients during the 

Students are bucket -fillers at Millside  

Mrs. Wimmer 

recently invited parents 

to attend a ñReading 

Nightò and an 

ñAfternoon Writing 

Workshopò. The purpose of both events was 

to demonstrate for parents how to help their 

children become proficient readers and writ-

ers.  

Parents were shown key phrases that 

the students are learning in class, as well as 

ñwhyò we read various genres. Parents will 

be able to extend learning into the home by 

implementing the same strategies that Mrs. 

Wimmer uses with the children. We were 

very pleased with the number of parents that 

took time out of their day to participate! 

Kindergarten parents 

learn reading &  

writing skills  

In November, students at Millside 

attended the first Bucket Fillers assem-

bly of the school year.  Bucket Fillers is 

a school-wide positive behavior system 

that is derived from the childrenôs 

book, ñHave You Filled a Bucket To-

day? A Guide to Daily Happiness for 

Kids,ò by Carol McCloud.   

Millside has been participating in 

Bucket Fillers for the past few years.  

Students receive bucket fillers tickets 

holiday season.  

They also were 

given the opportu-

nity to decide how 

they would raise 

the money.  Mill-

side second grad-

ers raised $165, 

and they took the 

program very seri-

ously.  Many stu-

dents willingly 

donated their own 

spare change.   

In addition to the program expec-

tations, our students also sent letters to 

cheer up the patients and sent extra 

clothes for the penguins.  Millside stu-

dents truly showed generosity through-

out this event.   

Students in Mrs. 

Cournoyer, Mrs. Ger-

nand and Mrs. Tri-

comoôs classrooms 

are excited to be improving their informa-

tional reading skills through the use of 

classroom sets of the National Geographic 

Magazine, and being able to access the Na-

tional Geographic website.  

This is all thanks to the districtôs Edu-

cation Enrichment Fund.  In October, the 

teachers were awarded classroom grants that 

totaled more than $400 to purchase these 

resources for their students.  

We thank the Education Enrichment 

Fund Board for choosing to support our 

projects! 

whenever they are caught 

ñfilling someoneôs bucketò by 

doing something kind or helpful for 

other children or staff members.   

In addition to the acknowledge-

ment they receive for their good deed, 

students who received bucket slips re-

ceive a chance to have pizza with the 

principal, compliments of Hungry 

Howieôs, and can earn other great prizes 

as well.   
Teachers are awarded  

EEF Grants  

Shown above are the 

lower elementary 

bucket fillers who 

won prizes. 

 

At right are the  

upper elementary 

bucket fillers who 

won prizes. 



In November 2007, the voters of 

Algonac Community Schools approved 

a bond proposal to be used for various 

projects to upgrade district facilities. As 

one of the final projects of the bond 

issue, the Fair Haven Elementary library 

was furnished with new tables, chairs 

and book shelves over the past summer. 

One of our Fair Haven parents, 

Mrs. Liederman, donated numerous 

hours organizing books on the new 

shelves and preparing the library for 

student use. Several additional parents 

have volunteered to help in the library 

this year as students begin to check out 

and return books.  

We appreciate everyoneôs hard 

work and we are thrilled to have such an 

updated and welcoming library for stu-

dents to use for many years to come! 

 

On November 1, 2011, the Ira Fire 

Department conducted a fire drill at 

Fair Haven Elementary.  They do this 

on a yearly basis to ensure that we are 

evacuating the building in a quick, safe 

and efficient manner. After the fire 

drill, the fire fighters met with our  

second grade students to review fire 

safety rules.  

This year the fire department was 

able to bring along the ñSmoke Houseò 

trailer. This was a unique experience 

for our students as they were actually 

able to practice how to exit a home if 

there is ever a fire! The students were 

 Fire fighters teach fire safety at F.H.  
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Jennifer L. Dent Weaver, Principal 

F.H. library is updated from bond issue  

 Tickets are still 

available for the Algonac 

Education Enrichment 

Fund travel raffle. The 

first drawing in the 2012 

series will be on January 

10.  EEF tickets are  $100 apiece and 

entitle the purchaser to be eligible in 

twelve monthly drawings throughout the 

year.  Tickets are available through our 

school office. We appreciate your in-

volvement in supporting education in 

Algonac!  

Earlier this year, many teachers 

applied for and received a grant for their 

classroom through the Education Enrich-

ment Fund. The following Fair Haven 

teachers were awarded grants that will 

provide their students with additional 

educational opportunities and resources 

as described below: 

 

Mrs. Beaulac ï Animal Antics A-Z 

reading program. 

Mrs. Machala ï Students posting 

compositions on website 

Mrs. Schuman ï Reading A-Z and 

RAZ Kids 

Mrs. Barbosa ï Extended Learning  

Mrs. Soultaire ï FHE Science Night 

Mrs. Beindit ï FHE Science Night 

Mrs. Raffoul ï E-Readers: The Way 

to the Future 

Congratulations to these Fair Ha-

ven teachers for pursuing extra learning 

opportunities for their students through 

EEF grants. 

EEF Raffle supports 

classroom grants  

also able to tour the fire truck and learn 

about the equipment firefighters bring 

to every fire.  

We thank the Ira Fire Department 

for this wonderful learning opportunity 

for our students.  

Above, students stay low to exit 

the òsmoke houseó trailer. 

 

At left, students learn about equip-

ment on the fire truck. 



News from GSRP  
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Pte. Tremble Elementary School 

9541 Phelps Road 

Algonac, MI  48001 

  

  

 GSRP 794-3022 x-1617 

 Childcare 794-8895 x-1650 or 1651 

 

ABC Childcare ñ 

Where Children Grow and Learn  

Algonac Childcare is located at 

Pte. Tremble Elementary, 9541 

Phelps Road, next to the Algonac 

High School. Our program offers in-

fant care, toddler care, preschool, 

daycare and latchkey. We service 

children from 4 weeks to 13 years of 

age. The program is state licensed and 

all staff members are CPR and first 

aid trained. Each room has lead teach-

ers who are certified to teach early 

childhood. 

Our motto is ñWhere Children 

Grow and Learn.ò  We are already 

four months into Preschool and the 

children have learned important skills 

to prepare for Kindergarten, such as 

cutting, name and letter recognition, 

listening to directions, walking in 

line, waiting in turn, simple math and 

science skills and much more. Among 

many other skills introduced are read-

ing readiness and social skills. Re-

search indicates that preschool is a 

valuable stepping stone in preparing 

children for kindergarten. 

Algonac childcare also offers 

Infant Care, Toddler Care, Daycare 

and Latchkey services. In the infant 

and toddler programs children begin 

learning to communicate through sign 

language to better communicate their 

needs. These programs also offer age-

Thirty-two days in class and we have 

already learned so many important skills! 

Besides being able to take care of our own 

belongings and sit, raise a hand, listen and wait 

our turn, we have been working hard on cutting, 

knowing our colors and learning shapes.  

In fact, this group of thirty-six four year 

olds has even been retelling favorite nursery 

rhymes in a cooperative play setting. We are 

moving right along learning to rhyme by 

chanting, ñbat, cat, they both have atò.  We have 

explored items from the forest, pumpkins, 

gourds and Indian corn, and we even made 

Gingerbread cookies after reading ñThe 

Gingerbread Manò.  

We will continue to work on letter names 

and letter sounds. Basic number sense is a skill 

that we will also keep working on. 

At right, Logan Welchko, 

Adrienne Cronkright and 

Audrey Beindit explore 

flour and spices, measur-

ing, sifting and pouring at 

the sensory table. 

At left, several children 

from the morning class 

work together to retell 

òThree Billy Goats 

Gruffó. 

appropriate activities 

and learning experi-

ences through circle time, calendars, 

art, math, sensory experiences, music 

with movement, gym and outside 

time. Children also learn important 

social skills like sharing, walking in 

line, taking turns and much more. 

Algonac Latchkey offers before 

and after school care along with our 

summer Kids Club program. We pro-

vide a wide range of activities daily 

which include, art, gym, cooking, 

movie day, stop drop and read, team 

sports, and assistance with homework. 

The children are provided with struc-

tured activities within a nurturing 

environment. 

The program is a non-profit or-

ganization open from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Monday through Friday year round. 

We offer the least expensive licensed 

childcare rates in St. Clair County. 

We also offer discounted rates for 

each child in the program after your 

first child. 

The Algonac Childcare Program 

is the place ñWhere Children Grow 

and Learn.ò For more information 

contact us at 810-794-8895 (x-1651 

or 1658).  Orðcheck out our new 

Webpage link located on the Algonac 

Community Schools website. 

 

Shown above, the toddlers have fun at 

Playdoh time  From L-R are Alex Lorkowski, 

Addison Heinrich, Bryce Hicks & Sophia 

Johnson. 



Starting on November 2nd Algon-

quin Middle School began its Seminar 

intervention program.  This program 

involves all students and runs continu-

ously throughout the school year.  All 

students participate in this valuable 

learning forum.  We ñre-shuffleò stu-

dents four times a year to coincide with 

each progress report marking period.  

This helps us to assure we are assisting 

each student in the area of greatest need 

academically.   

In addition, this year Algonquin 

will be offering required courses that 

will work in a rotating fashion alpha-

Seminar classes begin at AMS  
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Abe Leaver, Principal 

Shown at right are Algonquin 

Middle School Students of the Month for 

September L-R:  Thomas Hindy (6th), 

Trevor Buza (8th), Jacob Sweat (7th), 

Madison Cormier (6th), and Chloe 

Nowaczyk (7th).  Melanie Mercadante 

(8th) is not pictured. 

Shown below are Students of the 

Month for October L-R: Alina DeVoogd 

(7th), Tom Goldenbogan (8th), Abigail 

Nutter (8th), Hunter Valentine (7th), and 

Andrew Robinson (6th).  Not 

pictured is Faith Orlando (6th). 

betically by grade level.  

In 6th grade, students will 

take a course in character 

education, 7th graders will 

take a course on bullying, and 8th grade 

students will take a course in cyber bul-

lying, including sex/texting.  Again, 

every student will take part on a rotating 

basis in approximately seven week in-

tervals.   

We believe these new require-

ments will assist our students in making 

the right choices as they become ex-

posed to different situations in their 

daily lives. 

Students of the Month are named  

Students can come to 

school at the regular school 

time (7:15) and get a bagged 

breakfast offered to them in the Cafeteria.  

In doing this, we hope to encourage more 

students to participate in breakfast at 

school.  Research indicates that eating 

breakfast increases student achievement.   

Students who wish to eat breakfast 

may pick up a cold breakfast in the cafete-

ria from 7:15 to 7:35 and may eat in their 

classroom, the cafeteria, or in the hall wait-

ing for the bell to ring. Special hot break-

fasts will be offered once a week. The cost 

for breakfast is $1.25.  Students who re-

ceive free lunch may also have free break-

fast, and those who qualify for reduced-

price lunches may purchase breakfast for 

30 cents.  If you think you may qualify for 

free or reduced breakfast/lunch and you 

havenôt filled out the paperwork, you may 

find it on the Algonac Community Schools 

website www.algonac.k12.mi.us under 

food service, or feel free to stop in to pick 

up the paperwork.   

AMS has Breakfast in  

the Classroom  

Parents who would like to receive 

Algonquin Middle School daily an-

nouncements should call or stop by the 

office to provide an up-to-date email ad-

dress.    

This will enable us to send daily 

announcements and other current infor-

mation regarding school happenings  in a 

quick and efficient manner. 

Daily announcements 

can be emailed  

Volunteers keep Algonquin library moving  

We owe a big debt of gratitude to 

our parent volunteers who have been 

helping in our library.  The entire staff 

and all of the students very much 

appreciate the time and effort these 

volunteers are giving to make our library 

and school a better place.   

Following are the parents who are 

volunteering their time to help in the 

library: Eleanor Beadlescomb, Sheila 

Birch, Michelle Dragonette, Carrie 

Eldridge, Kathleen Kochan, Cheryl 

Kruger, Sue Kvocka, Darlene 

Nowaczyk, Sarah Riley, Lisa Robinson, 

Kathy Rose, Julie Tirakian, and Jennifer 

Wojtowicz.   

Athletic Schedules 
Game schedules and sports 

information can be obtained 

by accessing the following 

website:  http://

www.highschoolsports.net 

http://www.algonac%20.k12.mi.us
http://www.highschoolsports.net
http://www.highschoolsports.net
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Brian Brutyn, Principal 

Jamie Thiede, Athletic Director 

Student Council sponsors Christmas  

cards for the military  

The high school Student Council 

recently sponsored a Christmas Card 

Drive for our Armed Forces after hear-

ing from the father of one of our high 

school students.  The father currently 

serves in the Air Force and is stationed 

in Afghanistan.  He has several troops 

that do not have family members, so 

they rarely receive any mail. He wanted 

to collect as many Christmas cards as 

possible so that he could distribute them 

to the many soldiers who will not be 

home with their families for the holi-

days.  

In a combined ef-

fort of all the schools in 

the district, nearly 900 

Christmas cards were 

collected.  On December 1, the cards 

were mailed to Afghanistan to assure 

they would be received by the soldiers in 

time for Christmas. 

We thank all the students and fami-

lies who participated in this wonderful 

community service project to provide 

our friends in the Armed Forces with 

warm wishes for the holiday season.  

Once again the 

Algonac High School Stu-

dent Council sponsored a 

canned food drive in sup-

port of the Algonac Food Pantry.  Stu-

dents in 4th period classes competed to see 

who would bring in the most canned food.  

Ms. Wummelôs IB English class won the 

competition and will be receiving a pizza 

party for their efforts.  

Student Council was able to deliver 

over 8 boxes of canned food to the Pantry.  

The Recycling Club, under the 

guidance of Chemistry teacher, Mr. 

Mark Simms, has been very  busy dur-

ing the first few months of school.   

So far this year they have returned 

over 400 pounds of paper and several 

hundred plastic bottles each month. The 

club is taking steps to acquire a recy-

cling bin at the high school to aid in the 

collection process. The students are 

interested in getting club shirts and are 

currently working on a design.  

 The theme for Homecoming this 

year was Helping Hands. To express 

that theme the AHS Student Council 

put philanthropic organizations in the 

spotlight for Homecoming.  Each class 

built a float highlighting a philanthropic 

organization of their choice.  The 

classes will be raising money for their 

organization throughout the year.   

The seniors focused on 

ñCollecting Books for Childrenôs Hos-

pitalò.  The junior class focused on the 

St. Clair County Humane Society.  

Sophomores focused on ñLivestrongò 

and the freshmen highlighted ñStand 

Up to Cancerò.  

Canned Food Drive  

supports Algonac  

Food Pantry  

Shown above, junior Stephanie 

Henry packs boxes of food for 

the Algonac Food Pantry 

Recycling Club  

goes òGreenó 
Homecoming theme  

is Helping Hands  

Pictured  above is the Senior float 

focusing on òCollecting Books for 

Childrenõs Hospitaló. 

 

At left, the Sophomore float focuses 

on òLivestrongó.  
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 Choirs from Al-

gonquin Middle 

School and Algonac 

High School per-

formed in their annual 

Halloween concert on 

Thursday, October 27, 

2011, directed by Ms. 

Adrienne Seeley.  

The middle 

school choir (grades 6-

8) performed at the 

start of the concert, 

and were joined by the 

Rainbow Connection 

for a combined number. After a brief in-

termission, the high school choir per-

formed some Halloween-themed music as 

well.  

Students were encouraged to dress 

in costume for the festive event, as shown 

in the picture at right. A fun-filled time 

was had by all. 

The Algonac HS Marching Band 

participated in the MSBOA District 16 

Marching Band Festival on Tuesday, Oc-

tober 11 at Port Huron Memorial Sta-

dium.  Over 40 bands from District 16 

participated at four locations on two days, 

and over 500 bands participated in the 

Festival statewide during the month of 

October. 

Marching bands are judged in three 

areas: Music, Marching, and General Ef-

fect (the measure of a 

showôs effectiveness in 

entertaining the audi-

ence).  There is one judge 

per category and that 

judge, through a system of 

grades, determines a ófinal 

ratingô for their category from 1 (highest) 

to 5 (lowest).  For the sixth consecutive 

year, all three judges gave the Algonac 

band a ñ1ò rating in their category, giving 

the band a ñ1ò rating overall and earning 

the band a trophy and a blue medal for 

each band member. 

This yearôs halftime show was the 

music from the popular movie franchise, 

ñPirates of the Caribbeanò.  The program 

featured soloists Chloe Huard on mello-

phone and Tyler Kristoff on Euphonium, 

as well as the AHS drumline. 

Each spring the director and band 

members generate a list of show concepts 

and they vote to decide what the fall half-

time show will be.  In addition, new mu-

sic for óin the standsô and basketball pep 

Marching Band Fall 2011 Highlights  

  For athletic schedules please visit 

www.highschoolsports.net  

(48001 at search option) 

or visit Athletics page 

www.algonac.k12.mi.us 

 GO RATS!  

Choir Holds Annual Halloween Concert  

band is added every 

year, and is featured at 

the annual fall marching 

band concert. 

The band will per-

form its annual Band-A-

Rama concert on December 14.  Individ-

ual students will begin preparing for Solo 

& Ensemble festival to be held in Janu-

ary.   

The Symphonic Band will partici-

pate in the MSBOA District 16 Band & 

Orchestra Festival at Anchor Bay HS on 

the weekend of March 16-17. Last year 

the band received a first division rating , 

qualifying them to participate in the State 

level festival, where they also earned a 

first division rating. 

Football season 2011  

has awards ceremony  

 The 2011 football season ended 

with its annual end of the year awards 

ceremony where the seniors were hon-

ored for their loyalty and commitment to 

our program.   

Several awards were given to some 

well-deserving players.  Senior Kyle 

Mikolowski won the Offensive MVP 

award and Junior Christian Kaminske 

was named Defensive MVP.  Winning 

the prestigious Chris Stambaugh Award 

was Collin Davey.  The Stambaugh 

award was created to honor the late Chris 

Stambaugh who played for the Muskrats 

in the 2004 and 2005 football seasons 

and was tragically killed in a motorcycle 

accident.  The award is given annually to 

a football player who exemplifies the 

wonderful traits that Chris hadé

character, loyalty, and commitment.   

The torch has now been passed to 

the junior class with high hopes. Next 

year the Varsity team will return a large 

number of players with a lot of game 

experience which will 

help the Muskrats com-

pete at a high level!  

 

Go Muskrats! 

State Finalist leads  

Cross Country Squad  

Junior Alex Foote led the boysô 

cross country team this fall, qualifying 

for the state finals and earning a spot on 

Algonacôs Top 20 All-Time Performers 

board.  Alex finished in the top half of 

the field at state finals on November 5.  

He earned first team All League and 

first team All-Area honors. 

Junior Samantha Zakalowski was 

the number one runner for the girlôs 

team.  She earned first team All League 

and a spot on the All Area team.  She 

was unable to take part in State Finals 

because of an illness. 

http://www.highschoolsports.net



