Algonac Elementary School 2010-11 Annual Report — Introduction

Aug. 22, 2011
Dear Parents and Community Members:
We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER), which provides key information on the 2010–11 educational progress for Algonac Elementary School. The AER addresses the complex reporting information required by federal and state laws. The school’s report contains information about student assessment, Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), teacher quality and more. If you have any questions about the AER, please contact Principal Melissa Hanners for assistance.


The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting www.algonac.k12.mi.us/ or you may review a copy at your child’s school office.

AYP summary: 

For 2010–11, Algonac Elementary School made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in English Language Arts and mathematics. While we are pleased to have reached this important goal, we are continuously working to improve. We appreciate the continued support of parents, staff and our community in this effort. See the Annual Report for further details on our AYP grade.

More Algonac Elementary School information

In addition to the facts and figures you will find in the Annual Report, we want to share the following information with you:

Pupil assignment process — 2010–11*:

Students are located as follows:

· Algonac Elementary School: K–5

· Millside Elementary School: K–5

· Fair Haven Elementary School: K–5

· Pte. Tremble Elementary School: Great Start Readiness Program

· Algonquin Middle School: 6–8

· Algonac High School: 9–12


The Algonac Community School District has a policy and process in place for non-district residents’ schools of choice requests. Copies of the policy and procedures are available at the Principal’s Office or through the Central Administration Office.
*This information was the same in the 2009–10 school year.

School Improvement Plan status — 2010-11*:

The staff of Algonac Elementary School, in cooperation with parents and the community, is dedicated to preparing and supporting all students to become lifelong learners and contributing citizens in an ever-changing workforce.

School Improvement Goals and Progress

Goal 1: All students will demonstrate continuous growth in reading through strategic teaching in fluency, phonics, vocabulary and comprehension skills.

Teachers used various reading strategies across the curriculum to help students build their comprehension skills. Through the MiBLSi grant initiative, Algonac Elementary teachers received ongoing training with a reading coach in the individual classrooms. Teachers modeled reading strategies of making connections, visualizing, inferring, asking questions and determining important ideas in guided reading groups. Additionally, teachers used cross-text matrixes to identify author’s craft and modeled informational strategies for further comprehension. Students had large and small group daily guided reading activities and instruction. New technologies, paraprofessional support, summer school, Study Island and Reading A to Z provided more opportunities for students to practice reading. 

Goal 2: All students will improve in number sense and measurement across the curriculum.

The interventions used to increase skills in number sense and measurement at all grade levels was the use of the Saxon Math program, Study Island and small-group math center instruction. Students learned through daily hands-on activities and repetition, using a variety of modalities including meeting board, guided practice, homework practice and fact practice. The St. Clair County RESA’s math consultant provides staff support and models lessons and math center activities in the classrooms. The Math Achievement Plan (MAP) used teacher /parent meetings to develop plans for individual students. Parents were given strategies to use at home through weekly newsletters. 

Goal 3: All students will increase and develop writing skills across the curriculum, with a focus on informational writing.

The interventions used to develop writing skills across the curriculum were the use of mentor text, genre studies, and the use of organizers and rubrics from the district’s Literacy Plan. Teachers use mentor text to cite examples from children’s literature in order to teach specific literary strategies and to help students deepen their understanding of author’s craft. By using rubrics and organizers, students knew what was expected of them and were able to organize their thoughts more thoroughly. Students also practiced different writing styles through the modeling of the English Language Arts prototypes and MEAP Toolboxes. In the coming year, Algonac Elementary will use the county curriculum, Write Well, to guide instruction.
* This information was marginally different in the 2009–10 school year.

Specialized schools and alternative education:  

The following programs are offered to Algonac students:

· The Academic Transitional Academy (ATA) provides pre-vocational support to 9th- and 10th-grade students. 

· St. Clair TEC offers countywide career and technical training to high school students. 
· Woodland Developmental Center serves students with severe learning disabilities to age 26. 
Core curriculum — 2010–11*:  

All elementary students in the District receive daily instruction in reading, writing, math, science and social studies throughout the school year. In addition, they receive one hour per week of Spanish instruction, as well as regular instruction in art, music, physical education and library/computer education. All elementary students are expected to be reading on grade level by the end of 3rd grade. All elementary students are also expected to be on grade level in mathematics by the end of 5th grade to advance to middle school. Students who are unable to attain the required level of success in reading or math must attend after-school tutoring, summer school or outside agencies (such as Sylvan Learning), or face being retained in the same grade for the next school year. At-risk services are provided to qualifying elementary students in all buildings, and Title 1 services are offered to eligible students in the District's elementary Title 1 building (Algonac Elementary School). All elementary buildings follow standards and benchmarks of the Michigan Curriculum Framework and the nationally recognized Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCEs).


At the middle school, all students are required to successfully complete courses in math, science, reading and writing, social studies and Spanish. In addition to these core classes, students may choose between band and chorus, and may also take part in other elective classes including physical education and computers. At-risk and Title 1 services are provided to students in this building. Students receive these support services in the Academic Achievement Program classroom using the PLATO computer program, as well as in the Title 1 reading support classroom. Students are expected to be at grade level when they enter middle school and to maintain this readiness throughout middle school. The middle school also follows the standards and benchmarks of the Michigan Curriculum Frameworks and the GLCEs.


Students in the high school are expected to successfully complete the Michigan Merit Curriculum which includes: four years of English and math, three years of social studies and at least three years of science, including either chemistry or physics. Additionally, students are required to take physical education and health classes as part of their graduation requirements. Students may use the balance of their credits for elective classes such as band, chorus, Spanish, French, German, yearbook, newspaper and library. Upperclassmen are now given the opportunity to take some elective classes online through the e2020 program. The high school now offers the world-renowned International Baccalaureate Diploma program, which will add even more rigor to the curriculum.

*This information was the same in the 2009–10 school year.

Parent-teacher conference rate: 

2010–11 — 98%
2009–10 — 98%

Points of pride
· We used SMART boards and SMART slates in every classroom.
· Algonac Elementary is in the second year of the MiBLSi grant to improve reading and behavior through a positive support structure.
· The St. Clair Medical Association awarded our school a $1,500 grant for the purchase of summer reading materials after our “Walk for Summer Reading.”
· 5th graders participated in the outdoor education program at the Howell Nature Center.  This is the twelfth year that we have offered this program.
· Five Algonac Elementary teachers received grants from the Education Enrichment fund to purchase materials to enhance their curriculum.
· Thousands of “Rat Tracks” tickets were given out to students caught being respectful, responsible, safe and positive.
· Algonac Elementary’s Parent-Teacher group and the school staff awarded a scholarship of $1,000 for a graduating Algonac High School Senior. 

· 4th graders raised over $4,000 to feed families at Christmas times through “Angels in Algonac.”
For these reasons and many others, I commend the students, staff and parents of Algonac Elementary School and look forward to continued success in the 2011–12 school year.
Sincerely,

Melissa Hanners
Principal, Algonac Elementary School
