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Inside this issue: 

     The vision for our school 

district is fundamentally con-

servative in nature, with the best 

interest of our students at heart. 
     While interviewing to be-

come the next superintendent 

for Algonac Community 

Schools, I was given the oppor-

tunity to do an open-ended 

presentation.  I decided to pre-

sent my vision for the Algonac 

school community. 
     With students at our founda-

tion, I expressed my core phi-

losophy for what I feel students 

need such as academic 

knowledge, life skills 

and a strong sense of 

community ð family. 
     My philosophy is 

unchanged from my 

presentation to the 

Board in March, 2014.  

My decisions since being hired 

have reflected my philosophy.   
     In my decision-making pro-

cess I ask myself, ñWhat must 

be in place in order to provide 

high-quality academic instruc-

tion, leadership training, and a 

solid sense of community for 

our students?ò 

¶ Curriculum and 

program alignment ï 

The district has hired a 

curriculum director. 

Through a teacher-

driven process, the dis-

trict also approved cur-

riculum resources for the 

classroom. This is part of a 

master curriculum align-

ment process. The Leader 

in Me program was imple-

mented to teach students 

leadership fundamentals in 

K-6 classrooms. The school 

family concept also was a 

central theme throughout 

the school year. 

¶ Sound finances (balanced 

budget) ï Primarily as a 

result of our consolidation, 

the district has reduced 

expenses between  

$1.2 million and $1.5 mil-

lion annually.  For the first 

time in several years, the 

district looks to add to its 

fund balance in the future. 

¶ Sound facilities, technology 

and resources ï The Board 

of Education approved a 

See PHILOSOPHY, page 2 

Technology/Facility plan moving forward 

     There will not be a mass backpack giveaway this year. Instead, backpacks and school 

supplies will be available through the Fueling the Future program, a partnership among 

the district and the Community Foundation of St. Clair County. 
     Please contact your building principal to receive supplies. Items are available 

throughout the year for any student in need of a  

backpack, school supplies, personal hygiene  

items or food for the weekend.  

Algonac Jr/Sr High (7-9)           Orientation        Aug. 29       8 a.m. to noon 

Algonac Jr/Sr High  (10-12)        Orientation        Aug. 30       8 a.m. to noon 

Millside Elementary      Open House      Aug. 31    5:30 to 7 p.m. 

Algonquin Elementary       Open House      Aug. 31    6 to 7:30 p.m. 



District complies with Section 504  

     Algonac Community Schools does not discriminate 

against individuals on the basis of handicap.  This nondis-

criminatory obligation under Section 504 of the Rehabilita-

tion Act applies to admission or access to, participation in, 

or treatment or employment in, its programs and activities.   

     It is the intent of the District to provide a free appropri-

ate public education to each handicapped student within its 

jurisdiction, regardless of the nature or the severity of the 

handicap. 

     It is the further intent of the District to ensure that stu-

dents who are handicapped within the meaning of Section 

504 of the rehabilitation Act of 1973 are identified, evalu-

ated, and provided with the required appropriate education. 

     Persons with questions regarding Section 504 or those 

wishing to obtain a copy of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

may contact the Districtôs Section 504 compliance officer, 

Alan Latosz, Algonac Board of Education Office, 5200 

Taft Road,  Algonac, MI 48001, (810) 794-9364. 

School lunches at the 

elementary and 

secondary levels will 

increase for the 2016-

2017 school year.   

  

Student Breakfast .......................  $1.50 

Elementary Student Lunch .........  $2.50 

Jr/Sr High Student Lunch ..........   $2.75 

Adult/Staff Breakfast .................   $2.00 

Adult/Staff Lunch ......................   $3.75 

 

Reduced Breakfast .....................   $  .30 

Reduced Lunch ..........................   $  .40 

 

Ala Carte Milk ...........................   $  .50 

Teacher & Support Person of the Year to be recognized 

     The Algonac 

Community 

School 

District is 

pleased to 

announce the 

ñTeacher of the Yearò 

and ñSupport Person of the 

Yearò finalists and winners for 

2016.   

     Teacher of the Year 

finalists were Lisa Burns, 

math teacher at Algonac Jr./Sr. 

High, Sneha George, choir 

teacher and Stacey Rieck, a 

second-grade teacher at 

Algonquin Elementary. 

     The Teacher of the Year is 

Stacey Rieck. 
     Support Person of the Year 

finalists were Kathy Doan, 

lead preschool teacher at 

Pte.Tremble Early Childhood 

Center, Janet Drekich, 

paraprofessional at Algonquin 

Elementary and Jana Woods, 

paraprofessional at Algonquin 

and special education 

secretary. 

     The Support Person of the 

Year is Jana Woods. 

     The winners will be 

recognized at the Back-to-

School Breakfast in the fall. 

     The Teacher of the Year 

program honors outstanding 

educators who have exhibited 

creativity, enthusiasm and a 

genuine desire to make a 

difference in the lives of their 

students.   

     The Support Person of the Year 

award recognizes a support person 

who has made an outstanding 

contribution to the school district 

by exhibiting a strong work ethic 

and genuine desire to go the extra 

mile when needed. 
     Congratulations to the 

finalists and winners, and thank 

you for your dedication and 

professionalism! 

technology and facility plan in 

April, and is pursuing a  

technology and facility bond in  

November. 

     Our school district has been for-

tunate to have already turned a posi-

tive corner regarding curriculum 

programs and finances in two years.   

Now, it is time to turn attention  

toward the technology and facility 

plan objectives.   
    About $25 million in technology 

and facility needs were identified 

this past spring from the staff and 

community input.  A 1-mill bond 

would yield about $8.6 million in 

funding. A 1-mill sinking fund 

would produce about $600,000  

annually for 10 years.   
     Considering the funding data, 

administrators prioritized the wish 

list to an affordable plan with the 

understanding that finances are tight 

for taxpayers. 
     Our overall goal is to present a 

conservative plan to our community, 

which includes a combination of 

both a 1-mill bond and a 10-year  

1-mill sinking fund.  The bond will 

be used to fulfill immediate facility 

and technology needs. The sinking 

fund will be used to fund ongoing 

facility needs in the district. 
     Considering our taxpayersô bur-

den is almost the lowest in the coun-

ty,  it is my hope that our communi-

ty sees evidence that the vision we 

are following is fundamentally con-

servative, with the best interest of 

our students at heart.   

     We are simply attempting to pro-

vide sound technology and facilities 

for the benefit of our students.   

PHILOSOPHY, from page 1 
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     Students went ñshoppingò for 

books at their appropriate reading 

level to take home for summer  

reading.  
     Algonac Community Schools 

partnered with the St Clair Coun-

ty Medical Association and the 

Community Foundation of St. 

Clair County to bring the Walk 

for Summer Reading program to 

students.  

     All students left for summer armed 

with smiles on their faces and sum-

mer reading materials.  

     Students in grades K-1 had a great 

time at Millsideôs inaugural  field day 

event in June.  
     One could hear laughter, words of 

encouragement and teamwork 

throughout the back fields. Students 

demonstrated their skills in several 

different contests, including water 

events, snowball tag and a big wheel 

race course.  
     The day was capped off with the 

human car wash, featuring Superin-

tendent Dr. John Strycker. Students 

had to work together throughout the 

events in order to be successful.   

Leadership program 

continues at Millside 
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     Millside Elementary is 

very excited to announce 

that it will continue to 

implement The Leader in 

Me program for the 2016-

17 school year.  

     The Leader in Me is 

FranklinCoveyôs whole 

school transformation 

process.  
     ñIt teaches 21st centu-

ry leadership and life 

skills to students and cre-

ates a culture of student 

empowerment based on 

the idea that every child 

can be a leader,ò accord-

ing to the program web-

site, theleaderinme.org. 

     Millside staff will con-

tinue training in this ex-

citing, new opportunity 

before school begins in 

September, and will be 

working diligently to im-

plement throughout the 

year.  
     Great things are hap-

pening here at Millside! 

Field Day events 

filled with teamwork 

Millside Elementary School 
1904 Mill St. 

Algonac, MI 48001 

(810) 794-8880 

 

Melissa Hanners, 

Principal 

First graders after choosing their sum-

mer reading materials to take home.  

First 

graders, 

Evan 

Michels 

and 

Jack 

Modena 

race 

around 

the 

corner 

during 

the Big 

Wheel 

500 

course. 

Time   

8:28 
Building 

Open 

8:35 School Starts 

11:25 
1st Grade 

Lunch 

11:35 
1st Grade 

Lunch 

11:55 
Kindergarten 

Lunch 

12:05 
Kindergarten 

Lunch 

3:22 Dismissal 

2016-17 building hours 

Half-day hours are 

8:35 a.m. to 12:10 p.m. 

     All K-1 students will once again 

have the STEM special during the 

2016-17 school year.    
     STEM stands for Science, Tech-

nology, Engineering and Math.  In 

STEM, students are actively engaged 

in a variety of science-themed pro-

jects that require using teamwork, 

problem-solving and communication 

to complete the task.   
     Some of the projects are completed 

in one class period, while others are 

completed over the course of a few 

weeks.  For example, students learned 

about different weather topics last 

spring such as the water  

cycle/precipitation and wind/air.   

     Students conducted water cy-

cle experiments in the classroom, 

and made kites to fly in the wind.   

    In STEM, students learn that mis-

takes are okay, and that fixing the 

mistake is how to learn.  

Summer filled with reading 

Students learn from mistakes in STEM 
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Algonquin Elementary 

School 
9185 Marsh Road 

Algonac,  MI 48001 

(810) 794-9317 

 

Abraham Leaver, Principal 

     Members of the Algonquin Staff Lighthouse Team 

completed a full day of Leader in Me training in June.  

     The training was to prepare themselves to imple-

ment the second phase of the initiative in the 2016-

2017 school year. The group developed school wide-

goals, target data points, grade-level advancements, 

and a wide range of visions for the building as a 

whole.   

     This hard working group will guide Algonquinôs 

dedicated staff through the important steps of imple-

menting protocols and securing processes through the 

school year.   

More ahead for 

Leader in Me 

Algonquin Staff Lighthouse Team members are: Kathy Tricomo, Nicole Adamson, 

Renee Wilson, Nicole DeGowske, Stephanie Ford, Virginia Vistisen, Michelle Carrier, 

Mary Ruhlman, Abe Leaver, Sarah Lalewicz, Andrea McFarlane, Keith Corbat, Todd 

Barless, and Donna Gernand.   

     Algonquin hosted its inaugural 

Sixth-Grade Recognition Night on 

June 13. The event celebrated the 

accomplishments of the exiting 

sixth-grade class and honor stu-

dents for their outstanding efforts.  

     Taylor Reams won the Frater-

nal Order of Police Citizenship 

Award. 

     Maria Simpson and Andrew 

Roland were selected as the Mar-

tha and Evans Szymanski Students 

of the Year. 

     Congratulations to all! 

Sixth-grade students recognized Time   

8:28 
Building 

Open 

8:35 School Starts 

11:15 
6th Grade 
Lunch 

11:25 
2nd Grade 

Lunch 

11:40 
3rd Grade 

Lunch 

11:55 
5th Grade 
Lunch 

12:10 
4th Grade 
Lunch 

3:22 Dismissal 

Half-day hours are 

8:35 a.m. to 12:10 p.m. 

A few of the 

winners 

from the 

Sixth-Grade 

Recognition 

Night. From 

left, Maria 

Simpson, 

Taylor 

Reams  

and Andrew 

Roland with 

Principal 

Abe Leaver. 



Accepting applications 

Variety of childcare 

services available 

     Algonac Community 

Schools receives a grant 

for the Great Start Readi-
ness Program. This pro-

gram covers the key areas 

a child needs to be ready 

for kindergarten.  
     In our high-quality pre-

school, your child will 

experience: 

¶ Listening to and telling 

stories 

¶ Singing songs and mak-

ing music 

¶ Reciting rhymes 

¶ Learning letters and 

sounds 

¶ Sorting, counting, and 

matching 

¶ Recognizing and writing 

numbers 

¶ Cooperative play 

¶ Physical activities 

     Children who will be  

4 years old on or before  

Sept. 1, 2016 may be eligi-

ble!  We have openings for 

64 qualified children. Ap-

plications are available at 

the Pte. Tremble Early 

Childhood Center. Be sure 

to submit your application 

as soon as possible!  Com-

pleted applications can be 

returned to GSRP at the 

Pte. Tremble Early Child-

hood Center, 9541 Phelps 

Road, Algonac, MI 48001.   
     For questions, call 

GSRP at (810) 794-8876 

or the Board of Education 

Office at (810) 794-9364.      

     Additional information 

also can be found on our 

website algonac.k12.mi.us 

or by scanning the code 

below. Early learning helps 

give your child a Great 

Start! 
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     All our Early 

Childhood certi-

fied teachers have 

started preparing 

for the new 

school year!  
     The Algonac 

Preschool and 

childcare pro-

grams teach children through 

hands-on Creative Curriculum. 

The programs focus on teach-

ing children to be the best they 

can be at a developmentally 

appropriate level. 
     Algonac Preschool is availa-

ble for 3-and 4-year-old chil-

dren. Childcare is available for 

children ages 4 weeks to  

13 years old. 
     The children learn how to 

socialize, be a friend, to use 

their words to share feelings, 

thoughts and needs, and to stop 

to listen to their teachers and 

other studentsô thoughts and 

concerns. Children work to-

gether to solve problems and, 

learn to be fair and kind.   
     Every day in preschool, stu-

dents work on school readiness 

through fine/gross motor skills, 

early literacy skills, science and 

math. Students also work on 

making a plan, following 

through and recalling what they 

did or how their plan changed 

throughout the day.  
     Itôs nice to see so many par-

ents realize the importance of 

early socializing and preschool. 

We hope you will choose the 

Algonac Childcare and Pre-

school program for your childôs 

needs! Thank you for allowing 

us to help prepare the youngest 

of students for their future!  
     Pte. Tremble offers infant-

toddler, daycare, preschool, and 

school-age programs for all 

surrounding areas. Pte. Tremble 

is a non-profit organization 

open year-round from  6 a.m. to 

6 p.m. Monday-Friday.   
     For more information on our 

programs or a classroom tour, 

please stop in at 9541 Phelps 

Rd., Algonac, or call us at 

(810) 794-8895, ext. 1621. 
     Fall registration will be from 

6:30 to 8 p.m., Tuesday,  

Aug. 23 in the gym!  

     See you there!  

Pte. Tremble Early  

Childhood 

Center 
9541 Phelps Road 

Algonac,  MI 48001 

(810) 794-3022 

 

GSRP: Ext. 1617; Childcare: (810) 794-8895 



Register for the ACT 

     The orientation for grades  

7-9 is from 8 a.m. to noon, Mon-

day, Aug. 29.   

     The 10-12 orientation will be from  

8  a.m. to noon, Tuesday, Aug. 30.   

     The following will be covered at 

the orientation: 

¶ Schedules 

¶ Locker Assignments (individual 

lockers for 11th and 12th grade, 

shared lockers for grades  

7-10) 

¶ Yearbook orders 

¶ Parking permits 

¶ Pictures 

Students and parents should check these ACT dates for 

the 2016-17 school year to ensure that your registration 

is timely.  

Algonac Jr./Sr. High School 
IB World School 

 

5200 Taft Road 

Algonac,  MI 48001 

(810) 794-4911 

 

Ryan Melrose, Principal 

Mitchell Landrum, Athletic Director 

Save these orientation dates 
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IB great option for 

advanced learning 

Time   

7:32-8:35 1st hour 

8:40-9:38 2nd hour 

9:43-10:41 3rd hour 

10:41-11:11 
11:16-12:14 

Lunch A 
4th hour 

10:46-11:44 
11:44-12:14 

4th hour 
Lunch B 

12:19-1:17 5th hour 

1:22-2:20 6th hour 

2016-17 building hours 

     The International Baccalaureate 

Programme is designed as an academi-

cally challenging and balanced pro-

gram of education with final examina-

tions that prepare juniors and seniors 

for success at the university level and 

life beyond. The two-year program has 

gained recognition and respect from 

the world's leading universities.   

     Below are some comparisons be-

tween IB and Advanced Placement.   

Focus on writing  

§ The IB exams unlike AP have 

very few multiple choice ques-

tions.  Students must answer in 

essay form, and their answers are 

graded by people.   

§ In the U.S., only IB and Private 

Schools consistently require stu-

dents  to write major research 

papers.   

Two-year courses 

§ Students have time to learn the 

material, and not just memorize 

for a test. 

§ The curriculum emphasizes true 

knowledge and understanding of 

concepts. 

Courses begin jun-

ior year 

§ SAT testing 

starts in spring 

of junior year. 

§ This leads to 

more rigor prior to the SAT. 

Internal assessments & Group 4 

project 

§ Students learn research, commu-

nication and teamwork skills. 

Holistic program 

§ Focus on written and oral com-

munication along with critical 

thinking, curiosity, empathy and 

keeping an open mind.  

Prestige 

§ High-ranking public and private 

colleges look favorably on IB 

programs when making admis-

sion decisions.  

Opportunity 

§ To become an IB World 

School, AHS had to undergo 

an extensive authorization 

process to offer the Diploma 

Programme.   

§ Not all schools that apply be-

come IB World Schools.   

Half-day hours are 7:32 to 11:05 a.m. 

Test Date Registration 

Sept. 10 Aug. 5 

Oct. 22 Sept. 16                

Dec. 10 Nov. 4 

Feb. 11 Jan. 13 

April 8 March 3 

June 10          May 5 


